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cuss methodologies and explore common
ground in this emerging research area.
There will also be invited speakers from
other disciplines, known for the application of network theory. Confirmed invited
speakers include:
• Robert May (Oxford)
• Peter Grindrod CBE (Reading)
• Sheri Markose (Essex)
• Yamir Moreno (Zaragoza)
• Ginestra Bianconi (QMUL)
• Neil Walton (Amsterdam)
Interested researchers are invited (including postgraduate students) to contribute talks and/or posters. For further
information visit the website at people.
bath.ac.uk/ma3tcr/uiin or contact Dr Tim
Rogers (t.c.rogers@bath.ac.uk). The workshop is supported by an LMS Conference
grant.
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OBITUARIES
MICHAEL BUTLER
Dr Michael Charles
Richard
Butler,
who was elected
a member of the
LMS on 15 December 1955, died
on 18 December
2012, aged 83.
Peter Giblin writes (with advice from
Mary Rees and Claus Ringel): Michael and
his wife Sheila Brenner, who died in 2002,
were active members of the mathematics
departments of the University of Liverpool from the time of their appointments
in 1957, when they both moved from the
University of London. Until the merger of
the two departments (and Statistics) in
the 1990s Sheila was in the Department
of Applied Mathematics and Michael in
the Department of Pure Mathematics; but
from the early 1960s, and a joint research
leave to Michael’s home country of Australia, they worked together on problems
in algebra.
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Michael’s earlier work was devoted to
questions in homological algebra. His
detailed study of a class of torsion-free
groups of finite rank (now called Butler
groups) showed the complexity of such
groups. His use of representations of posets in order to study abelian groups was
very influential as one of the first general
reduction techniques. In several papers he
described the surprising dichotomy between tame and wild behaviour of module categories. In their joint work Michael
and Sheila developed ‘tilting theory’, now
an indispensable tool in algebra and geometry providing a general framework for
dealing with equivalences of triangulated
categories. Their first major publication
on this was in 1980: Generalizations of
the Bernstein-Gelfand-Ponomarev reflection functors, in the proceedings of the
second ICRA (International Conference on
Representations of Algebras). From its beginning, Michael was one of the scientific
advisors for the ICRA conference series
which started in 1974 in Ottawa, Canada,
and now is held every second year in different countries. Michael and Sheila’s last
joint publication was in 2007, five years
after Sheila’s death. Together, they organized a very successful symposium at the
University of Durham in 1985.
Michael was a highly successful Head of
the (then) Department of Pure Mathematics in Liverpool in the 1980's: perhaps surprisingly so, given his strong, forthrightly
expressed, and even unfashionable, leftwing views, which were also an important
part of his partnership with Sheila. But
he also had exceptional organisational
ability, and was naturally kind, courteous, pragmatic and level headed. Michael
formally retired in 1996 but continued active in work and conference attendance
until his medical condition prevented it.
Michael and Sheila had no children, but
Michael, from a large family, has dozens
of collateral descendants, and will also
be missed by his many friends around the
world.
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REVIEWS

MARY ELLEN RUDIN
Mary Ellen Rudin
(née Estill), Professor Emeritus at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison,
USA, and a member
of the American
Academy of Arts
and Sciences, died
on 18 March 2013.
She was one of the greatest figures in settheoretic topology and her work included
solutions of a great number of difficult and
well known problems. Among them is the
first construction of a Dowker space (in
1955 from a Suslin line and in 1971 in ZFC),
the first S-space (from a Suslin line in 1972)
and a positive answer to the Nikiel conjecture (1999). The latter was one of her most
celebrated results, and it was obtained at
the age of seventy five. Mary Ellen’s work is
characterized by a number of highly imaginative constructions and a great originality,
as well as a profound understanding of sophisticated set-theoretic methods.
Born on 7 December 1924 in Hillsboro,
Texas in an educated family, she went to
the University of Texas, where she got her
PhD in 1949 under the supervision of Robert Moore. She then obtained a position at
Duke University, where she met a fellow
mathematician Walter Rudin (1921-2010),
whom she married in 1953. In 1959 the Rudins moved to Madison and spent the rest
of their working lives there. They had a
lovely family life, including four children,
and a huge number of friends and visitors,
often staying in their house. Jointly they
were a symbol of mathematical openness,
while the house, a Frank Lloyd Wright design with no interior walls, was a symbol
of the Rudin way of living. Mary Ellen had
sixteen graduate students, many of whom
became top mathematicians themselves.
Mirna Džamonja
University of East Anglia

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE
NIGHT-TIME
Apollo Theatre, London
Before the performance of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time began, two
things caught my attention. Both, it turned
out, were relevant to the play. One was that
some of the seats had been covered with
white cloth. As little notes on them explained,
and as I ought to have guessed in the first
place, these corresponded to the prime numbers less than 714, the number of seats in the
Apollo Theatre.
The other was the stark black and white geometrical design of the set and how, effective
though it was, it fit uncomfortably with the
complex ornate decorations of a theatre built
over a century ago. The play was originally produced on the Cottesloe stage of the modern
National Theatre so this may not have been intentional, but for me it symbolised beautifully
how Christopher, a 15 year old with Asperger’s
Syndrome and an unusual ability in logical reasoning and especially in mathematics, finds the
real world so difficult to comprehend.
One of Christopher’s many problems is that
he cannot tell lies. It’s not that he’s especially
virtuous; it’s just that he insists on taking everything literally. This gets him into trouble several times and provides some comic moments
for the audience. It also contrasts with the difficulties that the people around him get into
because they haven’t always told the truth
when it mattered.
The Curious Incident is an outstanding play
and I’d recommend it to anyone. But mathematicians will get even more from it because
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